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The assassination 

by Ron Rosenbaum 




A tape of a tape of a tape 

ahyrinth 



WASHINGTON, D. C. — The tape from Dallas lies on top 
fj ! a heap of fat file folders on Bob Smith's desk. The tape 
ariT-ed in the mail yesterday morning. # 

""it was addressed to: ______________ 



M*. Robert P, . 

In ''-'rf or of Research 
Tfjf f’oJniTiifnrc to Investigate As- 
.mj'.s mat; arcs 
Sidle 409 

927 ! 5th St reel , N or litres l 
IV ashing ton* D, C, 

Suite 409 lies at the far end of a 
long corridor lined with doors that 
look as if they have grown accus- 
tomed to being shut. Each door is 
equipped with a pre-war ground s 

glass window -inset, lettered in gilt 
and black with ihe names and de- 
grees of dentils and real estate 
brokers. Dark shades have been 
i draw n down behind most of the 
ground glass pan els , ren d eri n g 
their original translucence 
opaque. There is a feeling that 
few cavities are filled, few deeds 
executed on this corridor. 

Inside Suite 409, the ceilings, 
the walls, the radiators squatting 
beneath the window’ sills, have all 



been painted a pre-faded pale 
yellow. The linoleum floor, once 
black streaked with white, has 
faded to a chiaroscuro of dark and 
lighter grays. 

It is a tape of a tape of a tape, 
this cassette on top of the heap of 
! Lie toilers mi Bob Smith/ dt>k !!■ 
Suite 409. The original tape, still 
in the hands of the Dallas Police " 
Department, is a recording of all 
Police Band radio transmissions 
on November 22. 1963. from the 
moment John F. Kennedy was i , 
shot in Dealey Plaza to the I 
moment Lee Harvey Oswald was 
arrested inside a movie theatre 
three miles away. 

A "researcher" for the Com- 
mittee to Investigate Assassi- 
nations. a Dallas resident with 
contact^ i thin the police force, 
obtained a copy of the original 






tape , compiled a voluminous 
transcript of every word, every f 
stutter, every burst of static on 
the tape, then forwarded taoe and ! 
transcript to. Bob Smith in Suite 



409. 



That is how the Committee to 
Investigate Assassinations works. ■ 
There is a computer expert in 
Connecticut, a ballistics expert 
in Boston, an ex-FBI agent in Los 
Angeles, a journalist in New 
Jersey, a Jack Ruby special- 
ist here, an Officer Tippit special- 
ist there. 

And there is Bob Smith in Suite 
499. Bob Smith is a thin, middle- 
aged, owlish type, who speaks 
slowly and carefully. Me has a 
Cal Tech degree in chemical i 
engineering, worked for a 
time as a chemical engineer 
for a Southern California 
defense contractor, and still 



wears the short h atr nflrFotu 



white nylon shirt, and pale indoor 
■ pallor of the slide rule life. But he 
has grown accustomed, in two 
and a half years of operating out 
of Suite 409, to dealing with the ! 
unquantifiable and the in- 
calculable. 

"As 4 Director of Research for , 
the Committee to Investigate As- ! 
sassmattons. I sit at the hub of a ; 
I sort of t vh e el of i nf orm at ionT Bob 
Smith has written. “Some may , 

| say, perhaps rcat: without cause, 

\ that it is a wheel of mi sin for mu- \ 
iion. jCcrt airily tfiere are some , 
f rickety spokes Id it. and :t isn't i 
- always easy I o keep fro m reefing 
off the road. After long practice, 

_ i hough, and after having heard a 
lot of stories. I think l hat'c T 
i required sothc skill in aim a mj 
| tie- more abvt<}us t d tchcs*' 

\ ‘ There is the story of the Three , 

’ Mystery Tramps, for instance. ri 
Bob Smith sorts through the heap 
of file folders, plucks one from the 
bottom of the pile. Certain news- 



pa per p h oto g ra plis , pu rpo rt ed 3 y [ 
taken shortly after the assassi- 
nation, show two Dallas police- 
men hust ling t h ree sh a b bi 1 y 
dressed men away from the 
vicinity of the infamous “grassy 
knoll. L the site from which assas- 
sination invest! go tors have long 
believed the fatal bullets were 
fired. Neither the identities, nor 
the subsequent detention and 
release of the three tramps/' as 



they are called in assassination 
circles, have ever been fully 
explained. 

Who were they? Over the years 
there has been considerable spec- 
ulation in assassination circles 



4 M 






that the "tramps’ * were [okfually 
members - of the assassination 
team, being hurried intohidihg by 
accomplices on the Dallas police 
force. 

And then after the assassination 
of Martin Luther King, a whole 
new wave of attention was 
focused upon the mystery tramps, 
especially on the one who had 
come to be known as "Frenchy” 
(so named for his vaguely Gallic 

Continued on next page 



Continued from preceding page 

features and the seedy “Continen- 
tal" clothing he wears in the 
grainy photos). In 1970 a certain 
assassination researcher pub- 
lished a story in Ramparts 
pointing out the extraordinary re- 
mb lance between l Frcnchy ,T of 
: :.-ey Plaza and the FBI Crime 
A-rsFs composite sketch— 
circulated briefly in April I3GB — of 
a man wanted in connection with 
the shooting of Martin Luther 
King. The question was then 
raised: could this mysterious 
"Frencfcy’* have any relation to 
the equally mysterious (and 
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perhaps nonexistent) figure 

ssrenjss a &F 

j hom *** cwsrt 

tMwTfL I f 0ney and orders in his 
travels before and after the Kins? 
assassination? wg 

Bob Smith doesn't go fo r ;t_ 

nrcrif ” t t ned 10 ttlis casse «e last 
he says, indicating rte 
ape from Daiias. **If voa go over 

vou f?n? J ransinissions carefully 
you find four or five transmis- 
sions which trace the history of 

v he if rest of the three tramps ' 
And for one thing you find that i* 
happened rather late-not 
minutes but more like an hour 
j and a half later. It also appears 

I W£re ta ^ en from a boxcar 
I criat m ^y not have come from the 



grassy knoll area at all, but 
rather to the south of Deaiey 
Plaza, The train was coming 
north and they were taken off. Of 
course Urn not absolutely sure 
these were the same tramps. 

But unlike most assassination 
investigators who have gone 
before him. Bob Smith habitually 
prefers to accept the less sinister 
explanation. ' There are enough 
genuine mysteries about this 
damn thing without having to 
make them up,” he tells me. 

There is the mystery of the 
Billy G. Harper skull frag- 
ment. for instance. Bob Smith 
picks up another one of the file 
folders. 

“This one is about a bone frag- 
ment that was found in Dealey 
Plaza on the day after the assassi- 
nation,” he tells me, opening up 
the file to reveal pictures, official- 
looking documents, and medical 
diagrams within. He selects a 
small waUet-sizet] photo of a pale 
mottled piece of hone, about an 
inch and a Mlf wide. 

This fragment is suspected as 
being a piece of the President s 
skull. And it is mentioned in some 
of the unpublished archives mate- 
rial In a way that suggests that 
the piece of bone may luive come 
from the back of the President’s 
skull, the occipital region. And if 
it did come from that region it 
*mild be entirely inconsisten 
with the autopsy report becaust 
that report describes only a bulle 
entry hole in the rear of the skuL 
and no sizeable loss of bon* 
fragment in that area.” 

The implication is that the bom 
fragment was blown out by ar 
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I™"* * need fro 

te the Preside. The 
! Warren Commission, of course 
insists that the only shotted 
came from behind his head * 

h ®,n b M mitb tafces °“t an eight- 

3^?4a3S5fe) 
2S*2» £<*••<.***«;• 

maS? th Cllr va ture seems to 
match the curvature of the nc- 

ciptal profusion you can seeTn 
T^ er * ls j l in here — this anato- 
text s digram of the skull I 
, nave some recordings of doctors 

DaTaf^n pathol °g |sts in 

uaJias, who examined this bone 

turnp d over to the 
! PPr. and they all say this thing 

was from the oceipitai region. " 

How did—? 11 

"You see the fragment was first I 
found by this young m e di „ . 
«uaent named Billy G . ftffi j 
and he had an uncle who was a : 

of w° brou " ht ‘o a couple 
of pathologists, They ail exam- 

rf 1<;C li l ^[’ c! i. photosra P ha) it and 
decided n should be turned over 
to the Fiji. Now the FBI tookdtj 
and presumably ran some tests on [ 

• Tberes a Warren Commission 
Document Number ] 2GD con- 
taining the FBI reports which has 
been withheld from the public— 
it s one of the few remaining doc- 
uments which the Justice Depart- 

evefu-h ’ r f USCS t0 re,ease - How- 

about 1 WJ1S d0Wn ' n Dalias 
about a year ago I found the 

doctors and louisd out they liad 

■ duplicates. These arc the dupT 

tales. .Now look hare” P 

j f }I * Joints to a web of faimiy 

and tiny 

perforations upon the inner sur 
fd^eof the skull fragment. 

. -Vow those holes are perform 
t T r] \ f ? r Passage of the flu^i 
iwhKh bathes the skull, and which 
mates it, in most cases =elf- 
reparrmg. Those striations you 
ar 5 impressions left by the 
path of blood vessels resting upor 
the Jlner surface of the skull. T j 

aaa*iarst 

1 sMsteftss-ijl 



w uiure aetaued and 
useful than Gray's 'Anatomy.* 

Jornoltv S TI b !l y °l l h3Ve ( 3 uite a 




- urnis— j naven t 

found them yet-but I would think 
there must be experts in the 
charting of such things who could 
tei from those features whether 
that fragment ...” 

The charting of such things 
Until lunchtime Bob Smith con- 
tinues to explicate for me the sur- 
face features of three more recal- 
citrant fragments of the mystery 
It seems there has been a brand 
new development in The Mystery 
of the Mexican Oswald. Just one 
week ago, the Central Intelligence 
** request of Bob 
| bmith. declassified and released 
four Warren Commission docu- 
ments previously classified too 
secret. Attached to one of these 
documents was a set of three pho- 
tograhs of an unknown man. 

Bob Smith removes the declas- 
sified document and the three 
photos from a file folder. He 

EPS *2? ^Photos. They shew a 
i tall beefy fellow in his mid-30s 
waDcmg away from a nondescript 
in ^ mg, apparently unaware of 
' camera taking his picture. 

Does that look like Lee Oswald 
to you?” Bob Smith asks me 
It does not, I tell him. 

“In October of 1963,” he begins 
to explain, "when Oswald was 
reported to be in Mexico City a 

whom the agency 
identifies in this document as a 
reliable and sensitive source/ 



reported that an American male 
identifying himself as Lee Oswald 
entered the Soviet Embassy and 
as_<ed for news of a cable he had 
to the Soviet Embassy in 
Washington. The American was 
described as approximately 35 
years old with an athletic build 
about six feet tall with a receding 
hairline. Now these pictures were 
taken by a hidden camera outside 
the Soviet Embassy in Mexico 
City. They are purportedly the 
man who identified himself as Lee 
Oswald.” 

The man in the pictures is ob- 
viously not the Lee Harvey Os- 
; wald who was arrested in Dallas. 

[ “Has this guy ever been iden- 
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tified or explained?” 

“Na To this day the question 
hasn't been answered* Makes you 
wonder: Jesus, what’s this guy 
doing using Lee Oswald's name at 
the Soviet Embassy?” 

There are theories* !n assassi- 
nation circles there are always 
theories to explain such phenome* 
na but Bob Smith refuses to em 
dorse any of them. It is one more 
unsolved mystery to him* It has 
* been Bob Smith's experience that 

Conrirmed on page 8 | 

Continued from page $ 

"■ r *- each time he touches his finger to 

one elusive circumstance of the 
assassination mystery, the very 
touch generates, at his fingertip, 
two, throe, many, equally elusive 
' offspring, each a source of new 
/ mystery and no solution. 

Me spends the entire hour 
R before lunch chronicling for me 
- his epic researches into the ori- 
♦ 7 gins of a series of gun supply 
. house mail order coupons found 
V scattered among the personal ef- 
fects of Lee Harvey Oswald after 
his arrest. He has discovered that 
on the reverse side of a gun 
coupon clipped from Adventures 
for Men magazine, there was slid 
another gun company coupon 
overlooked by Hie FBI and the 1 
Warren Commission, a discovery 
he made by doing a blow-up 
of a police photo of the interior 
of Oswalkd's suitcase, tracking 
down back issues of gun maga- 
aincs, and at one point counting 
carefully the number of tints— au 
of them— in the dotted line sur- 
rounding the obverse side of the 
coupon. 

U is this kind of attention to de- 
tails — obscurities, some might ! 
say— which has earned Boh Smith 
a reputation as a “fact freak” in 
some assassination circles, par- 
ticularly among those who claim 
to already know the whole con- 
spiracy top to bottom— wi Lit the 
■> exception of a few details. 

Bob Smith is a very meticulous 
man when it comes to appraising 
conspiracy theories. There arc 
reasons, 

J I learned one of the reasons late 
"I that night* In his aging gray 
Dodge Demon, Bob Smith and I 
, were driving back into ih e Cap i tal 
from an interesting visit to the 
Maryland home of an ex-intclli- 
gence agent. The ax-agent had in 
his possession a new breed of 
detecting device, a device said 1 
to be capable of determining 
merely from the sound of a per- 
son’s voice— cither live or re- j 



corder — whether the speaker was 
in the process of telling a lie. 
The ex-agent had expressed an in- 
terest in applying the device to 
the mysteries of the Kennedy 
assassination. Bob had brought 
the police tape from Dallas with 
him, with the thought that the 
voices of policemen describing 
certain disputed details of 
the pursuit and apprehension of 
suspect Oswald might be sub- 
jected to the lie detecting de- 
vice* 

The evening proved to be a 
disappointment. Bob played a 
portion of the Dallas tape. 
Through veils of static the 
* drawls of the radio dispatcher 
and the men in the patrol cars 
sounded calm and matter-of-fact 
as they batted around suggestions 
for untangling the traffic snarl-up 
which followed the mad rush of 
the motorcade for Parkland Hos- 
pital. The ex-agent quickly de- 
i J dared that the tape would reveal 



nothing when run through his 
machine, there was no point to it. 
It was a ” third or fourth genera- 
tion” tape, he explained. Not only 
were the voices on the original 
tape distorted and blurred by 
hisses and snarls of short-wave 
static, but in addition the sub- 
sequent generations of taping and 
re-taping of the original had 
added their own layers of subtle 
hisses and distortions, rendering 
Ihc original voices far too remote 
lo yield to the machine t h€- 
nuances of stress produced bv a 
lie, 

II was on the long drive back 
from Ehis disappointing session 
I hat I happened to ask Bob Smith 
d he remembered what he v.as 
doing back in 11153 when Kennedy 
was shot . 

Me was living in Malibu Beach, 
California, working for a defense 
contractor ami going through a 
very bad time in his life, he told 
me. Something about a veterans 



hospital, something about a mar- 
riage going wrong, about work 
growing increasingly theoretical 
and unsatisfying, about life 
amidst the early acid -hedonists of 
Malibu Beach turning sour. ■ 

He grew depressed and began 
entertaining what he now realizes 
were del us ion ary feelings, some- 
thing about hostile conspiracies 
aimed at him by people at work. 

At (he same lime, he said, he 
began experiencing certain pecu- 
liar menial states which, he 



ih'r^'w i' m ' ‘••'Wnectorl with 
r V , 1 * , UMn "«ry f ('flings, in- 
’J'' l,< ’ < " 1,,u> convinced, and 
Mill believes, (|, ;i t certain people 
V snm, ‘bow slipping him LSD. 
l '; ,s '«•<>;> I enough a! the 

ion. he believes, to he able [„ 
M partite the delusions induced bv 
■> emotional problems from 

those induced by the IJilt. lie had 
never taken acid voluntarily, anil 
Ml - 1,1 11 ' sl his suspicions, he gave 
f f mfsnnt' ft u a rit'jt page 



\htn-h 8; 

Conimited f rom prcc etfing page 

himself a dose and found the trip 
qualitatively just like those 
strange intervals he believes 
were caused by surreptitious 
dosings of the drug. 

Unfortunately, however. he re- 
calls, he was net stable enough at 
the time to avoid slinpin^rito 
delusive reactions to h;s predica- 
ment. He be&an to blame the 
wrong people. Something about 
people at his job. He made ! , 
accusations; there was trouble. 
He lest his security clearance, ; 
then bis job. also his wife 
Locking back on the whole af- 
fair, Bob Smith is sl:\l fhirlv cer- 
tain that someone really t wis rilp- 
P^g him LSI>— a fact obscured, 
he believes, in the confusion 
aroused by h;s office-conspiracy 
delusion* He has become, since 



1973 

I his recovery, quhe dtscrimiuatmg 
] when it comes to distinguishing 
' parancia from deduction.” Ho has 
been there and back. ’ 

It was a delayed consequence of 
the Malthu incident that trough 

Bcb Smith to Suite £3. y> T hen the 
Defense Department revoked his 
security clearance, and rejected 

-. r - ■ -i :>,*** 

Waahrogtci asd fS a I 
sy apathetic lawyer to take rihe i 
Department to court* , ; 

The case dragged cn for years ! 
(he finally wen a reversal ir. 
1S72), and in early 1S70, to help 
pay his legal fees. Boh Smith tsoi. 
cn an unusual asrigumoni for his 
law porter. The ?a™ 1 
partner's name was Bernard T. I 
; FensterwnM, and Dug 

i ensterwald >vss chairman c? a i 
i brand new group coiled the Ccm- 
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roittee to Investigate Assassi- 
nations. ■ ■ -: 1 .;• ' .-.- 

For t.kcsa arr.usct! by. the b- 
tn-uing r 3 n:n :yh:| fcstv/esa etv 
jnd deuce and ccssoiracv, a case 
-n ^ fnn^e fcr trsinag 0 k 
jiii”? CGrriiilitc-v t\j none 
c:r^r thnn TiioTnas-Sssletor* *, 

Bed: b :::a spring of j*ud 
Fc^ar=rf,i -vns v/c-rldr ^ f-r ^is- 
ssuri- fentor Less, as , 

cc'.e:.i' ■'.: 10 L vet’s s\;bcMrr*ttte$ ■ 
I r ~ ui" erlvaiy . inattera, 1 

: Sbcrtly -:fbr - i:e Ktiz and Second 1 
ilCennccy. Aiur-d^rn Fa^i^nvnjd 
;c:r.d a few.-OTS^aira aSacTsrj: 

: to be Lcag cceirb’be i“ dense:: 

; an- unDJildnl deck bb the daubs ' 
bbout the nny c£ the First K:n- 
r.aey A^assbeden, d::b:b v/bdi 
raised by Warren Com- 
mirricn erldcs, JdnO arrircc, nnd 
several Ia:v enforcement chiicbb 



i b Dallas indCrdAr?}- .FeiiSterovabi 
■ relayed his ieehrg 'tQ ' Senator 
Ibr.y that there was enough g'rrm-' 

• be ’mystery to warrant a -' 2 c U- 
rcale committee tnvonieadon: 

' Lcngj ' tevevir vra* iw . bury 
I with Thomas EagMcr'to da any- 
■thing about t- is ids?, Teelen ™ ■ 
was chzulerb-b f ns TC-noejisa.- 1 
tion hid ii the MlS&turi 13 sino cra.Uj 
£ primary. : . . :u . . 

-.iLsinaged. by. £ Lib* h:,yb .-; 

' bery chargln 

•ting dsni:cw> vd.h lb:.- Teamsters W 
The .1 lerrr.e "': -. ■ ■ ~ v _ ••:.•■ .were.-’ 
: wddtd-' .•_-_ .. oi" -bavlrc 

bahod Gieirh.Wb lor ^bbrtimb 
beecuub ■■ Leu y-" '-.-■ m bd:: ... 
have efibrdod b::in by his cr; i - . 
eism of the me extensive ;•;> ' 
tacking' .and 'obuyenb 0Ty 
F veiilanee.-by iheirbt^£ ,HofiW-bj 
'cqnnQ. ^agbbn/v.TiC -vds'karwvr*' 
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torney of record in 1972 . Fenster- 
wald is m the process of getting 
Bay a hearing on his petition for a 
new trial, a petition, Fensterwatd 
^ays, based on his brief that Ray 
was tricked into a guilty plea bv a 
prosecution without the evidence 

£y o l v,c ‘*y. and by a defense 
lawyer with irreparable conflicts 
of interest. Harold Weisbrrg the 
prolific investigator of the First 
Kennedy Assassination (five 
hooks beginning with “ While- 
wash” 1 ;l „d in, has also begun 
working on the King case. 

Others are checking into the 
Second Kennedy murder, al- 
though there is some skepticism 
about the case being pushed by 

Ch S .vl ng . { ; f a 1101 '™* Theodore 

«irh-,e k |‘! u WaS not Sirli.m 

SWian, but a hole! security guard, 
who 1 1 red the fatal shot, 

A computer expert in Conroe- 

iel'l I s r U V'' nUy ,nv ™li«ating 

In.ks he beheves etisi between 

V ,!i <- U aleigate tielend- 

Cubnn U "vil thr "r'hn'worid of 
underwf li l^ 11 " nt " lu ’ rs - ; "'«l 

uruitrwmld advemurers which 
spawned, he iH-lievc^ certain tie 
arcs m the First Kennedy Assassl 
nahou, The computed man told 

rw« if h f° uncuwr «* a eon 
eUmn eentennp nruuncl i\o 

Nome Key, ;« barren Caribbean 
islet said Lo have been a iraintn» 

groups' ,,ara ‘ nil) l, ar }' anti-Castro 

Bob Smith himself discovered « 
cuiious story in the course of his 
hours of research into tf 1( momi- 
tams of unpublished assassination 
documents housed in the National 



^ « awiy invoiyrne vva- 
tergate defendant Frank 
and a man identified as i.«, 
| Harvey Oswald. 

B ‘>y of Figs operative 
for the CIA, was living in Miami 
m 1963 , using the name “Frank 
riormi, working as a used ear 
salesman, and maintaining an or- 
ganization called “The Interna 
tlona] Anticommunist Brigade ” 
Two months after the assassina- 
lion, the pm visi[ed 

Slurgis/Fmrini a„d questioned 
him about an incident one of his 
Brigade members said took place 
m March of i 963 in M £ mVs 

I , Parfe - T,le Brigade 

member claimed that Oswald had 

£Z 3 « . t0 “infiltrate” the 
2 *, ta m March, that Os- 
wald had subsequently been in- 

memh m a f ' ehl with Brigade 
ha FT S1 "/ Payfronl 1>;,rk - ail(i 

had tmowl- 

nied ho f h th | S ’ Florilli ASturgis de- 
«d V w ij“ any sueh knowledge 
sure 8 u al ?^ aml Bob Smith is not 
. ^ kc tenuous connection 

m a 1 S a ? ytbm 6 . although others 

Hrwi aS ' Mna 10n circles sue the in- 
cidenl as another one in a pattern 
Second Oswald" appearances 



<°V U . r way back from lunch. 
Bob Smith stopped off at the 
Washington Post building to re- 
trieve the Fiorini /Sturgis /Miami 
Oswald file which he had loaned 
to Carl Bernstein, one of the two- 
man Post team continuing to in- 
vestigate Watergate. At Bern- 
stein s request. Bob Smith agreed 
to continue compiling a file about 
tnc case for Kim J 
While Bob Smirh spends most of I 
fiis six-day fiO-hour work week on i 
the first Kennedy Assassination 
he has found time, on the sidv to 
work on another, infrequently dis- 
cussed assassination. 



Lincoln Rockwell, is innocent, ijo 
has worked with several parties 

0 ,h f <' as ' 1 . and feels thev wifi ni 
^motdy ptoi e J ^tJer s moot ern e 
in court 



iiofnn* we left Ihe office for 
Umeh, he fiandeci me i\ brief sum- 
muri/in^ (he facts am I The flouhts 
in r hi' Back well assassimitimi 
ease*. 



" uf foiirscif rafter didzi I dci it. 
you have ro assume the people 
v-ho cfjrj Co it are shll arouiuf 
somewheM fie told ni e as he 
shut off the fights in Suite and 
we headed uo! the door. Ami ui 
course if they re nroumj, wetf. it's 
interesting— there was a Jot of in a 
ternaf factionalism in the Vm 

pnr(y around Ihe time of j,j s 
I death, . , . This Rock u HI one is 
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| the only one that gives me an oc- 
I easional feeling of physical 
danger. The Kennedy thing is a lot 
more remote/' he said, locking 
the of lice door behind him. “You 
have to wonder if you’re a threat 
to anyone in that one/" 

There was one incident of 
threatening behavior. “We*d 
hired a private detective/’ he 
recalls, “to track down this guy 
who used to live in Dallas, but 
whoM dropped out of sight after 
the assassination. He was a car 
salesman and he had a connection 
to one of those strange 'Second 
Oswald' stories — this one where 
some guy using the name Lee Qs- 
; wald had come into this guy s Lin- 
coln showroom in Dallas a month 
before the assassination, took a 
h'sl drive, bragged about coming 
inin some money soon, and disap- 
peared. So our detective tracks 
the guy down to this tough West 
Virginia coal town and he literally 
gels scared out of town by the 
guy” 

"Your detective got scared out 
of town?” 

' Yeah, and you wouldn't think 
es per i v n eed private d etec ti ves 
would get scared very easily ei- 
Iher Hut this guy was scared. He 
u oukln't go back/’ 

Over lunch J asked Bob Smith 

about Mr. — ~ — , the man 

Jim Harrison told me was one of 
the two triggormen firing from 
Continued! on page 24 
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Labyrinth 

Continued from page JO 

i the grassy knoll, the man f;arri- 
r Mteyps may well have lired 
the fatal bullet. 

Bob Smith has reservations 
about what he believes are Jj m 
i (;arr fS;m\s more than occasional 
eon fusions of theory and fad 
! Nevertheless he acknowledged 
~7~ was considered 
something of a mysterious ehar- 
^dcrin assassinalion rireles 
If you read — s leslimonv 
to l ho Warren Commission, you 
do begin In wonder about him Of 
course he m a friend of 

~T7 S r j ,ni1 ho hi3s what you 
H™ f J im 'nferesHug explana- 
ion of son 1t i „| His activities on 
!: 1L day of fbe assassination and 

I he morning after. There has been 
some I a Ik Unit because of his ap- 
pearance he might be responsible 

storTes™’ ^ < * 1C)St ' lSoct3nt * Oswald 1 

Heporr” 3 ' t0m ° ie Warr ™ 
'Well, he's got some 80 or !)0 
pages of testimony and then 
there s pictures and exhibits.” 

. ‘Jj'ff f 1 Suite 400, Bob picks out 
two thick volumes from the Com- 
mntee s 28- volume set of Warren 
Commission material. 

When 1 left to spend the after- 
noon reading about — _ __ 
Bob Smith returned to the tape 
bom Dallas. He is going to play it 
again. Using the tape , he has com 
piled tables of the 11 separate 
physical descriptions of the 
hunted suspect broadcast over the 
police short-wave band in the 



hours before Oswald's arrest. 
Somewhere within those matrices 
of physical descriptions (es- 
timated weights ranging from i;tli 
to mo; estimated heights from 
five feet sit indies to six feet two 
inches . hair si might and wavy, 
short and long; complexions light 
and dark), somewhere lurking 
behind these evanescent short- 



wave suspects, there might be a 
clue, perhaps to the mystery of 
the second Oswald, or the third, 
or even the first; there just might 
be a pattern of .some sort to be 
leased out with one more hearing. 
Then again there might not. And 
Bob Smith is one of the few people 
in the assassination business with 
I he courage to admit it. 



